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In late July, US military spokespersons confirmed plans to carry out joint maneuvers with the
Salvadoran army. The 12-month "civic action" program dubbed "Fuertes Caminos" (Strong Roads)
basically aims to build needed infrastructure in rural areas. The plan modeled on similar projects
involving US troops in neighboring Guatemala and Honduras is harshly criticized by the opposition
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN), which says the maneuvers undermine efforts to
reduce military intervention in civilian affairs. The US Embassy in San Salvador described Fuertes
Caminos as "the biggest joint civic-military operation in Salvadoran history." About 500 US troops
will participate, including units from the US Navy, Air Force, and Army, mostly from bases at the
US Southern Command in Panama. Some reserve units based at Ft. Rucker, Alabama, will also
participate. The program is scheduled to begin on Aug. 10 and run through August 1994. According
to Col. Rudy Jones, head of the US Military Group stationed in El Salvador, Fuertes Caminos is
aimed at "assisting in the reconstruction of El Salvador." Activities will include the construction
of at least 20 rural schools and health clinics and the drilling of about seven water wells in the
departments of Cuscatlan, Cabanas, and La Paz. No estimates regarding total cost of the program
were released, although the US will apparently foot the entire bill. "This is part of our friendship
towards you," Col. Jones told reporters. "There will be no bill to pay." On July 28, the Legislative
Assembly voted to authorize the US troop presence. At least one deputy from the leftist Democratic
Convergence (Convergencia Democratica, CD) welcomed the maneuvers as a positive development.
"This operation will benefit the country, since they plan to reinforce our infrastructure," said CD
deputy Juan Jose Martel. But the FMLN adamantly opposes the project, citing two key reasons.
First, given the nature and duration of the exercises, the FMLN says the program runs counter to
the essence of the Salvadoran peace accords, which call for total demilitarization of Salvadoran
society. Second, since it is scheduled to run through the entirety of the upcoming electoral process,
the program will tend to favor the governing Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) party at the
ballot box. "We are opposed to allowing this type of military deployment at a time when incidents
of great concern to us remain unclarified," said FMLN international relations committee member
Sigfrido Reyes in a July 29 press conference. According to Reyes, such "incidents" include the recent
assassination of four FMLN party activists in La Paz department. He added that the presence of
the US troops could aggravate tensions which have been building since mid- July, when President
Alfredo Cristiani authorized deployment of army troops to patrol the country's main highways
and other strategic points to crack down on escalating crime. Moreover, Reyes emphasized that
the peace accords explicitly limit the army's role to defense of national territory and sovereignty,
banning them from intervention in the country's internal affairs. "We are shocked that at this
stage of the game, the same old forms of reinforcing the military's presence in society are once
again being drawn upon," said Reyes. "We thought all this had already been overcome." Finally,
Reyes criticized the Legislative Assembly for having authorized the exercises, pointing out that the
legislature is only empowered to authorize the "temporary transit" of foreign troops through the
country, not their presence for a prolonged period of time. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
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Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/29/93; United Press International, 07/29/93, 07/30/93; Agence
France-Presse, 07/30/93)
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